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The relations between the two states and societies have been rather complex
during both the previous half-century and beyond. Embedded in changing
political landscapes, the ramifications reach back to the early 19th century. Yet
the uniqueness of the relationship network only shows in light of the wholesale murder of Jews in Europe, the creation of the State of Israel, the discussions surrounding the initiation of diplomatic relations and their arrangement
until the present day. The development and intensity of the relations with regard to civil society and politics are quite astonishing when considering the
beginnings. Approaches, changes and the in part greatly-varying perceptions of
the other side can be observed over the course of 50 years of history, and
these give rise to questions concerning the current state of the relationship and
its future design.
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